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“Do You Believe In 
Miracles?!” 

Just a few days ago, on February 22, 2017, there was a 
celebration of sorts.  What you may be asking?  It was the 
37th anniversary of one of the greatest upsets in sports 
history.  On February 22, 1980, a group of amateur U.S. 
Hockey players went up against the USSR Hockey team that 
had been dominating the world over the previous 20 years.  In 
fact, just a few days before this battle took place, the two 
teams had met in an exhibition match at Madison Square 
Garden, and the Soviet team absolutely dismantled the 
overmatched Americans.  

This was all in the lead up to the Winter Olympics set to take 
place in Lake Placid, New York.  As fate would have it, the 
American team was set to play the Soviets in the semi-finals of 
the Olympic hockey tournament.  History was against them.  
Not many gave them any chance.  This was a team that was 
filled with college hockey players going up against the 
professionals of the Soviets.  The stage was set, and if you 
know anything about sports history, you know this game as the 
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Wednesday Night 
Live 

Children’s classes and 
Adult Bible Study continue 
at 6:00 PM. The adult 
class will be continuing 
the study of Hebrews.

Men’s Breakfast 

And Monthly Board 
Meeting.

Saturday, March 4

8:30 A. M. 

Steven’s Inn

Adult Sunday 
School 

We are studying the book 
of Romans at 9:30 each 
week.  We would love to 
have you all join us.

SoundCloud 

To listen to past sermons, 
you can go to https://
soundcloud.com/kraig-
birchfield 
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“Miracle on Ice”.  

Going into the final period, 
the Soviet team held a 3-2 
lead.  It seemed that all they 
had to do was just hold on 
and they would be playing 
for the Gold Medal.  The 
U.S. team had other plans.  
They came back and scored 
two third period goals to take 
a 4-3 lead.  The Soviet team 
threw everything they could 
at the Americans through the 
last few minutes of the 
game, but the American 
defense held strong.  

As the final seconds ticked away on the clock, the Americans 
possessed the puck, and it became clear that they would 
indeed preserve their lead.  The ABC network was 
broadcasting the game here in the States, with Al Michaels 
calling the game.  His call in the final seconds has become as 
iconic as the game itself.  As those final seconds ticked away, 
you can hear Michaels, “Do you believer in miracles?!”  And as 
the clock hit zero, he emphatically added, “Yes!”

The “Miracle on Ice”.  It has been named the top sports 
moment of the 20th Century by Sports Illustrated.  But I think 
Michaels’ question at the end is an important moment for us as 
well.  “Do you believe in miracles?”  That was his question 
about one of the most unlikely upsets ever in the sports world.  
I want to ask you the same question, but not about sports.  

“Do you believe in 
miracles?”  I mean real 
miracles that we read 
about in scripture.  The 
healings that have no 
explanation.  People 
being raised from the 
dead.  A man walking on 
water.  Feeding of 
thousands upon 
thousands of people with 
just a handful of food.  
Water being turned into 
wine.  A man beaten so 
badly that he couldn’t be recognized and then hung on a cross 
until he died, coming back to life three days later.  These are 
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Verizon Tower 

We signed and returned the 
contract and are awaiting 
the next step from Verizon.

March 12 

Don’t forget that Daylight 
Savings Time begins 
Sunday, March 12.  
Remember to set your 
clocks forward on Saturday 
evening, March 11.

Current-Argus 

Kraig is writing articles for 
the Current-Argus’ “Faith” 
section that runs on 
Saturdays.  Generally, he is 
submitting articles every 
other week.
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the miracles I’m asking if you believe in.

Jesus’ entire ministry as a human was backed up by miracles.  
He healed the sick, raised the dead, fed thousands with 
nothing, knew the hearts of those around Him, and willing went 
to the cross for our sins, trusting the Father to raise Him from 
the grave three days later.  And that doesn’t even go into all 
the miracles that we see throughout the Old Testament and in 
the beginning of the Church after Jesus’ ascension to the 
Father.  Those miracles do two things.  First, it shows us God’s 
power.  Second, they were there to give authority to those 
speaking; to prove that they had something worth listening to.  

Many people try to explain away the miracles that we read 
about throughout scripture.  It’s just too hard for them to 
believe that these things happened.  If you are a Christ 
follower, and don’t think that these miracles actually happened, 
how big is the God that you claim to follow?  These miracles 
show us the power of our God.  

The “Miracle on Ice” was just a sporting event.  In the grand 
scheme of things, it is not really that miraculous.  If you don’t 
know the history of the game, however, I want to let you know 
that the Americans did back up this victory and go on to win 
the Gold Medal against Finland after the miracle on ice game.  
Jesus went on to back up His miracles as well.  Coming out of 
that tomb three days after being crucified, He backed up not 
only everything that He had taught, but everything He had 
done as well.  God proved who Jesus was, and that our 
salvation would be secure in Him through the Resurrection.  
So let me ask you this: DO YOU BELIEVE IN MIRACLES?!  I 
hope you can answer “YES!” God Bless!           

Because of Him, 

Kraig B.
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Sermon Series 

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 

Christopher Kayser 3/13; 
Ron and Kay Youngman, 
3/23; Dave and Robbie 
Kayser, 3/28; Bob and 
Glenda Bushman, 3/30 (If 
we missed anyone, please 
let us know so we can 
update our records).
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Central Christian Church
305 N. Oak Street - P.O. Box 86 
Carlsbad, NM 88221

Minister:  Kraig Birchfield  
Phone:  575-887-3213
Cell: 423-930-0047
e-mail:  kraig.birchfield@gmail.com

Sunday Bible Classes        9:30 A.M.
Worship Celebration       10:30 A.M.
Wednesday Night         6:00 P.M. 
Office Hours:
Wednesday 10:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M.
Thursday 9:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M.

Serving in 
March

5 12 19 26

Greeter Awbrey Birchfield Fannin Higgins

Meditations Barry Kelley Dorie Kraig

Kid’s Church Liz Robbie Christina Kelley
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